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A rainbow of rocks in
Lake McDonald,
Glacier National Park, Montana.
Yes, they're real!
Road trip!

Hello fellow club members, I hope all is
well!
We had a great time at our last club
meeting! 21 members attended!
We had lots of fun! I hope you had a
chance
to check out the photos.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
Our next
meeting is on January 23rd
UCypD_GIEEWcI9R3TWjwd9tQ
at 1:00pm.
It is a Saturday and it is still a
temporary change in our meeting day
and time.
I hope more people can make it!
Our annual party meeting is always
scheduled in January!
We can not have a party, however we
will have our meeting!
We will have lots of door prizes!
Everyone who attends and is a member
will get a ticket for the prize table, filled
with rocks!
We may have other surprises as well!

Remember when attending our meetings
to follow the rules we set forth.
Masks inside and outside, 6’away, hand
sanitize.
Gloves are advisable when handling
money, it is optional.
We are following the CDC guidelines.
If you are no feeling well stay home.
If you are in a high risk category please
stay home.
If you choose to attend remember it is at
your our risk.
No jewelry class this month.
Hope to see everyone there!!!

The January Club Meeting Is January 23rd
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The following article is a preview of the entire article from The New York Times.
Since the article is quite long, I have provided a link to the story at the end of this post.

Playing the ‘Green Lottery’:
Life Inside Colombia’s
Emerald Mines
For many of the men who hunt for the country’s
prized gems, the mines are like casinos in the
middle of the Andes: One stone could change it all.
It’s no secret that the miners in this region work in difficult and often
dangerous conditions — some in sanctioned and regulated areas, some
illicitly. They labor under the threat of collapsing mines, falling rocks and
temperatures in excess of 110 degrees.
Despite the risks, many of the miners speak to me about their work with
pride, as if buoyed by a sense of tradition.
The economics of the trade can vary significantly. Some miners operate
informally and independently, scouring debris fields or venturing into
unregulated mines — and profiting directly from the sale of stones to
merchants or gem carvers.

Others officially work for mine owners or
mining companies.
These miners might be paid steady salaries
or make commissions on the stones they
find.
(The specific circumstances of the financial
arrangements —
whether the miners are paid upfront, for
example, or only after a stone is sold to a
merchant, carver or customer — often
depend on the level of trust between the
owners and the miners.)
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/04/travel/co -

lombia-emerald-mines.html

Continued next column
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YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCypD_GIEEWcI9R3TWjwd9tQ 

New Videos: Mark Moore and Dave
Letasi have a short video . on the channel
about the Spinosaurus they are working
on. There is also a video of Judith’s recent
resin casting class.
If any member wants to be notified
when a new video is posted, etc., all they
need to do is subscribe to the channel.
Once subscribed, click on the bell icon
next to the subscribe button. This will start
notifications and will alert members when
a new video is posted.
Michael Steverson our audio visual
director and YouTube Channel supervisor
says that we have almost fifty subscribers
and would like to have at least one hun
dred subscribers so we can get a vanity
URL that will make our channel easier for
users to access.

Board of Directors Meeting
The January Board of Directors meeting will be
Tuesday, January 19th at 6:30PM via Zoom

Secretary’s Report
by
Melodye Steverson

Withlacoochee Rockhounds Monthly
Meeting - OUTDOORS
Date 12/19/2020

2021
Our next Monthly meeting will be on
Saturday, January 23 rd 2021 at 1pm,
outdoors, in front of the Senior Center
Clubhouse on Toucan Trail.
Masks are mandatory, as are social
distancing and hand sanitizer, which will
be available.

Due to the pandemic, this meeting was
held outdoors in the front “yard” of the
clubhouse.

There will not be a “party” at the January
meeting, but there will be exceptional door
prizes from a rock collection that was
donated to the club.
We will try to have a party later in the year
when the pandemic settles down.

The meeting was called to order by
President Judith Birx at 1:15pm.
We all stood for the Pledge of Allegiance
followed by a moment of silent prayer.
There were no new members to recognize.
There were no guests in attendance.

There will be no First Tuesday jewelry
classes until further notice.
However, Judith is presenting a class on
Polymer clay Tuesday January 12th from 9
to 12. All supplies will be provided. Cost is
$10.

* Old Business
There was no old business to discuss.

Our Elections are in December and our
Secretary Melodye Steverson has emailed
ballots to all members.
Please vote and return them to her by way
of e-mail before December 23 rd, 2020.

* New Business
President Judith Birx began by welcoming
the members back and reminding them
we had not had a meeting since February of
2020 because of CDC and state regulations.
She stated that the club will continue to
have meetings outdoors every month until
the pandemic is over and restrictions have
been dropped.
This will continue until further notice.

Continued on next page

Mike Stone has resigned his position on
the board as well as Web Master and
Newsletter editor due to health issues.
Mike has served for many years as
Webmaster, creator and Editor of the Rock
Talk newsletter and member of the Board.

Cont. on next page
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continued from page 4
Michael Steverson was appointed to the
Board to finish Mike Stone's term and to
take over his duties.
Please welcome him to the Board!
Our YouTube channel is now up and
running. We need your content on the
channel! Please contact Michael
Steverson for details on adding your
video to our channel.
We have set a date for the Gem Show in
2021: December 3rd-5th , with a setup
date on the 2nd .
We are planning Field Trips for this
year. Lauren Bell, Roberta Oldread and
Lynn Walters are planning for them.
Lauren announced that Graves Mtn will
be open in April and also suggested we
should go to the Peace River the first
good weekend this Spring.
Roberta suggested a trip to the Alafaya
River or perhaps Venice or Englewood
Beach for shell and fossil collecting.
Members should watch her Facebook
page for updates.
There were 2 scholarships for the
William Holland Retreat awarded last
year, but the school had to close due to
the pandemic.

They are planning to open in April and
our 2020 recipients will attend
classes in May.
At this time, the Board is unsure if there
will be any scholarships offered for this
year, but will discuss this at the next
Board meeting and announce their
decision.
Lynn Walters made a motion to adjourn
the meeting, Dave Davis seconded,
passed by all.
Meeting was adjourned at 1:41pm.
Minutes respectfully submitted by
Secretary Melodye Steverson.
Withlacoochee Rockhounds
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes
Date 12/15/2020

Attending Board members:
Judith Birx, Mark Moore, Melodye
Steverson, Janet Wheeler, Ralph Barber,
Roberta Oldread, Ginny Steverson and
Lynn Walters.
Also in attendance; member Michael
Steverson.
Board meeting started at 6:30pm and was
held via the Internet on Zoom.
President Judith Birx had distributed the
meeting agenda via Email.

Old Business:
President Birx began by reassuring
the Board that everything was in place
for the Outdoor meeting on Dec. 19th .
She went over her list of requirements
and all agreed that they were in order
for a safe
meeting.
President Birx said she had contacted
all members by phone to tell them
about the meeting and encourage them
to attend. She emailed the ones she
could not reach by phone.
She then stated that Mike Stone had
resigned from his duties due to health
issues. She suggested the
Board appoint Michael Steverson to
complete Mike Stone's term as a Board
member and cover his
other duties.
All agreed. Mark Moore made the
motion to appoint Michael Steverson to
complete Mike
Stone's term as a Board member and
step in to cover his duties as Editor of
the Rock Talk and as
Webmaster for the club's website.
Seconded by Roberta Oldread, passed.
The jewelry class for January 5th 2021
was canceled by majority vote of
Board members.

continued on page 8
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Almahata Sitta Meteorites Came
from Ceres-Sized Asteroid, Study
Shows
The parent body of the Almahata Sitta meteorites — space rocks that rained down
on the Nubian Desert in Sudan in 2008 — is a 640 to 1,800 km-wide water-rich
asteroid that is as yet unknown, according to new research.
In October 2008, a 4.1-m-diameter fragment of a
carbonaceous chondrite asteroid entered Earth’s
atmosphere and exploded 37 km above the Nubian
Desert.
About 600 fragments of the object, ranging in size from 1
to 10 cm, were eventually gathered.
“Carbonaceous chondrite meteorites record the
geological activity during the earliest stages of the Solar
System and provide insight into their parent bodies’
histories,” said Dr. Vicky Hamilton, a staff scientist in the
Department of Space Studies at the Southwest Research
Institute.

Microscopic cross-section of Almahatta meteorite fragment

Continued on page 7
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continued from page 6

“Some of these meteorites are dominated by minerals providing evidence for exposure to water at low
temperatures and pressures.”
. 

“The composition of other meteorites points to heating in the absence of water.”
“Evidence for metamorphism in the presence of water at intermediate conditions has been virtually absent,
until now.”
Using infrared microspectroscopy, electron microprobe analysis and transmission electron microscopy, the
researchers characterized the mineralogy of Almahata Sitta 202 (AhS 202), one of the Almahata Sitta
fragments.
“We were allocated a 50-mg sample of Almahata Sitta to study,” Dr. Hamilton said.
“We mounted and polished the tiny shard and used an infrared microscope to examine its composition.”
The scientists identified a range of hydrated minerals, in particular amphibole, which points to intermediate
temperatures and pressures and a prolonged period of aqueous alteration on a parent asteroid between 640
and 1,800 km in diameter.
“Amphiboles are rare in carbonaceous chondrite meteorites, having only been identified previously as a trace
component in the Allende meteorite,” Dr. Hamilton said.
“Almahata Sitta meteorites are a serendipitous source of information about early Solar System materials that
are not represented by carbonaceous chondrite meteorites in our collections.”
The study was published in the journal Nature Astronomy.
This article supplied by from friendly, neighborhood editor, via an article in Sci-News.com
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continued from page 5

New Business
Secretary Steverson presented the voting form for the Annual Election- 2020. Roberta Oldread made a motion to accept the
voting form, seconded by Lynn Walters, accepted.
These will be mailed on 12/17, and should be returned by 12/23.
The Board then discussed the January Annual Party meeting. It was decided to not have the normal
“party” because of COVID restrictions, but to have another outdoor meeting on January 23.
Roberta Oldread made a motion to have the meeting on 1/23/2021 in front of the Senior Center to maintain CDC restrictions.
Seconded by Mark Moore, passed. President Birx proposed giving out Door Prize tickets to attendees for winner's choice of
pieces from a private collection that was donated to the club this year. This will make the meeting special!
The Board then decided on the Gem Show dates for 2021. If the venue is available, the dates will be:
* Set-up on Thursday 12/2 and show dates will be Friday 12/3 through Sunday 12/5/2021. Ralph Barber will contact the venue
to set the dates.
Monthly Programs were next on the agenda. VP Mark Moore has agreed to do an Emergency
Preparedness program for our members which includes "What to include in your “Grab and Go” bags."
Lynn Walters also offered to present a “Jacketed Fossil” program in which she would demonstrate how to remove the
protective shipping covering from a Fossil. Other suggestions were presented and will be pursued.
Field Trips were discussed and Board members Roberta Oldread and Lynn Walters are looking into
planning trips for this year. They will report back at the next Board meeting.
A motion was called for by the President and was made by VP Mark Moore. The motion: Minutes are a legal record of our
Board and club meetings and as such, cannot be changed for any reason without
being amended, this includes grammatical errors. Minutes are recorded by the club's Secretary who was elected to serve in
this capacity. Seconded by Ralph Barber. Passed.
Our next Board meeting will be on 1/23/2021 at 6:30pm, on ZOOM.
The meeting ended at 8:32pm.
Respectfully submitted by Secretary Melodye Steverson

2021 ELECTION RESULTS
As you all know, our 2021 Election was held via email due to the pandemic.
We sent out a ballot to each member, around 80, and 19 came back to me.
Thank you to those who voted!
As the ballot stated, there were no contenders, so the standing officers will remain in their positions for 2021.
If you are interested in helping your club, there are many other ways you can serve.
Contact a Board member or officer for details.
We need your ideas!
The January Club Meeting Is January 23rd
We no longer have an official Program Director. The Board has decided to have members suggest
8
programs you would like to see or things you would like to learn. Think about it and get in touch with

Cont. on next page
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by
Brad Smith

Bench Tips for Jewelry Making and Broom Casting
for Creative Jewelry are available on Amazon

ADJUSTABLE CHUCK FOR DREMELS

IDENTIFYING UNMARKED SOLDERS
There are plenty of ways to mark your sheet or
wire solders, but suppose you forgot to mark
them and have a couple that you can't identify.
The answer is to compare the melting
temperature of the unknowns with that of a
known solder.
What I do is take a thick scrap of copper or
nickel and arrange several solders on it.
Ideally, I would have a sample of easy, medium
and hard known solders surrounding the
unknown solder.
Then I heat the plate from the bottom and watch
the order in which the solders melt.

Many of us have a Dremel motor tool to
use at home or when out to a class or
workshop.
The one thing that makes this tool much
more productive is the addition of one
inexpensive option, an adjustable chuck.
The basic motor tool as sold typically
comes with a collet chuck. This means you
have to use a wrench to change every tool
bit, you have to switch collets to use
different shaft sizes (3/32 or 1/8 inch bits),
and you can't use ordinary drills at all - only
the special ones that have a 3/32 shaft.
A simple and inexpensive ($12) adjustable
chuck solves all of this. It's available in
most large local hardware stores or
modelmaking outlets.
Tightening the chuck is done easily by
hand to any size shaft. No key is required.
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Warning to

Withlacoochee Rock-

hound Members


Hello to all club members.
To quote the man behind the mask on my picture above, "You
know who I am".
Mike Stone has done this club proud with his work on both the
newsletter and the website.
As of mid-December I took over both of these duties, following
Mike Stone's resignation.
I hope to do the club as proud with my work on both of these club
properties.
My apologies for this newsletter being a little shorter than
previous editions.
I took over these duties a little close to publishing time, and have
done the best I could do with the time alloted.
Next month's edition should be a bit fuller.

During the last several months, illicit re
quests have been sent to members of various
clubs in the US, including the Withlacoochee
Rockhounds, asking members to purchase
gift cards that would be used as donations to
various organizations. These are SCAMS.
Be advised that our club has never and
will never ask members to buy gift cards or
provide any form of monitory funds to anyone
or any organization by phone call, email, or
any other method of communication.

For those of you with websites, Etsy shops or such, with links on
your business card ad, I have embedded a link to that site in your
ad, so if someone clicks on it, they will go to your site.

For Sale Items
Club members can post approriate club related
type items for sale in Rock Talk free of charge.
Please contact your friendly, neigborhood
editor by the 25th of the month to have your
items listed in the next issue.

Rock on!
Michael Steverson

Michael Steverson

The January Club Meeting Is January 23rd
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Your Favorite Specimen
We are always looking for something of
interest for our club members. We’re sure
many club members have specimens in their
collections that would be of interest to others in
the club. If you would send us a digital photograph of your specimen we can publish it in the
Rock Talk. A bit of information such as what it
is, when, and where you found it would be
great. If you don’t have a digital camera, bring
your specimen to a club meeting for others to
see, and perhaps someone at the meeting
could photograph it for the next issue of Rock
Talk.

Offering:

Rock Talk Editor: Michael Steverson
highlander56@gmail.com

Darryl Johns

polished stones, specimens, slabs, jewelry,
fossils, shells, rough
stones, and more
Facebook: Dr.GotRox

5109 Harbinger Rd.
Spring Hill, FL 34608
Text for Appointment
(847) 420-8705

10

Getting to Know You

Email: dr.gotrox@gmail.com

Send us a few words about your interest(s)
and/or hobby(s), whether or not they are related
to rock hounding, we will print them in future
issues of Rock Talk, and you might find that
other club members have similar interests.

Club Members’
Business Cards

Club members who have businesses related to any of our club activities can have
the images of their business cards posted in
each issue of the Rock Talk. This is an additional benefit of being a Withlacoochee
Rockhounds member. You can send electronic images or an actual business card to:

Withlacoochee Rockhounds
is now on Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/withlacoocheerockhounds1/?ref=page_internal

n1ve@amsat.org
Michael
Steverson
1336 Bishop Rd
Spring Hill, FL 34608

Withlacoochee Rockhounds

highlander56@gmail.com

PO Box 5634
Spring Hill, FL 34611-5634
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Check if new member

Check if returning member

First Name


ZIP


Check if under 18

Check if current member
with change of information

State


Please Print Clearly

q 
q 

2021

Give this completed form along with your check for dues made out to “Withlacoochee
Rockhounds” to club secretary Janet Wheeler at a club meeting. Or mail the form and
your check to:
Withlacoochee Rockhounds
PO Box 5634
Spring Hill, FL 34611-5634
Renewing 2020 members : No charge for 2021 membership. Please fill out form and
give it to club secretary Janet Wheeler or send it to the above address.

You may now fill in the fields on this form if you are viewing it on your computer or tablet.
Each field may be clicked on and then you may type in your information.
You will still need to print out the form, but your added information should show on the
prinout

Email address:


Phone Number (s)


City


Street Address:


Last name


q
q

Annual Dues: New individual member, $25.00. Under 18 years of age, $5.00. No
charge for paid 2020 members who are renewing for 2021. Returning members from
2019, $20.00 ($5.00 discount) for 2021 membership

Membership Form
2021

Withlacoochee Rockhounds


Rock Talk
Your Business Card Size Ad
in Rock Talk
The cost for non-club members
to advertise their businesses in
Rock Talk is $10.00 per month.
Contact Michael Steverson to set up an
ad in both the newsletter and
the club website. It will benefit both
your business and our club.

Advertisers Needed
Please help us find advertisers for the
Rock Talk and our website. The club can
use the monthly income. Both the Rock
Talk and our website have more exposure
than only club members
Contact club treasure Janet Wheeler: ceecgirl@tampabay.rr.com
or send to:
Withlacoochee Rockhounds
PO Box 5634
Spring Hill, FL 34611-5634

Withlacoochee Rockhounds
Purpose

We are a non-profit organization whose purpose is to foster interest and promote knowledge of minerals, gems, fossils, lapidary arts, and earth sciences,
through regular meetings, informative programs, workshops, and field trips. PLUS our annual gem and mineral and jewelry show. Membership is open to
anyone sharing such interests.
Dues
Dues are $20.00 annually for adults and no cost for children under 18 years of age.
Club Meeting Location and Time
Weeki Wachee Senior Citizens Center, 3357 Susan Drive in Spring Hill. The meetings are held on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 PM.

2020 Club Officers and Appointees
President……………………...
Vice President…..…………...
Secretary………………….…..
Treasurer………………...…...
Rock Talk Editors……..…..…
Club Web Master…………….
Mailing Reporter……………..
Gem Bag Coordinator………
Audio/Visual Coordinator……

Judith Birx..……………..……
Mark Moore………….…….
Melodye Steverson…………
Janet Wheeler……..….…….
Michael
Steverson
Mike
Stone
/ Peggy Burns…...
Michael
Steverson
Mike
Stone…………………..
Janet Wheeler……..….…….
Gloria DuPont………………..
Michael Steverson…………..

352-587-1702……..
352-586-9607……..
352-683-9496.…….
727-938-3644…..…
407-376-5570
603-524-0468…….
407-376-5570
603-524-0468……..
727-938-3644……..
352-848-5199……
407-376-5570.…….

judithbirx@hotmail.com
markles@bellsouth.net
melodye@designsbymelodye.com
ceecgirl@tampabay.rr.com
highlander56@gmail.com
n1ve@amsat.org
highlander56@gmail.com
n1ve@amsat.org
ceecgirl@tampabay.rr.com
ddupont@tampabay.rr.com
highlander56@gmail.com

Board of Directors
Ralph
Barber
(past president)
Judith Birx
(president)
Judith
Birx (president)
Mark Moore
(vice president)
Mark
Moore
(vice president)
Melodye
Steverson
(secretary)
Roberta
Oldread(2020)
(2020)
Roberta Oldread
Melodye
Steverson
(secretary)
Ralph Barber
(past president)

Ginny Steverson (2021)
Michael
Steverson
Mike
Stone
(2021) (2021 appointed)
Lynn Walters (2021)
Janet Wheeler (treasurer)
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